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Past Efforts and Lessons Learnt:

e [he Group on Earth Observations (GEO) has made many efforts to link to societal agents and
decisions and policy making (e.q., User Intertface Committee, Communities of Practice, User
Requirement Registry, Tasks and Community initiatives, web pages, knowledge bases, ...).

e(Cross-sectoral collabora;

lon remains low In many areas.

e [ransformative approacr

es to knowledge creation and sharing are needed.
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Virtual Community Center

Past Efforts and Lessons Learnt:

e [he Group on Earth Observations (GEO) has made many efforts to link to societal agents and
decisions and policy making (e.q., User Intertface Committee, Communities of Practice, User
Requirement Registry, Tasks and Community initiatives, web pages, knowledge bases, ...).

e(Cross-sectoral collaboration remains low in many areas.

e [ransformative approaches to knowledge creation and sharing are needed.

Recent Efforts:

oCOVID posed a significant challenge to many governmental and nongovernmental
organizations to achieve their goals of interacting with the public and other organizations.

oL Xisting social media, collaboration tools and platforms are not sufficiently community focused.
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Virtual Community Center

Past Efforts and Lessons Learnt:

e [he Group on Earth Observations (GEO) has made many efforts to link to societal agents and
decisions and policy making (e.q., User Intertface Committee, Communities of Practice, User
Requirement Registry, Tasks and Community initiatives, web pages, knowledge bases, ...).

e(Cross-sectoral collaboration remains low in many areas.

e [ransformative approaches to knowledge creation and sharing are needed.

Recent Efforts:

oCOVID posed a significant challenge to many governmental and nongovernmental
organizations to achieve their goals of interacting with the public and other organizations.

oL Xisting social media, collaboration tools and platforms are not sufficiently community focused.

A transformative Alternative:
eSeveral pilot projects aim for Virtual Community Centers (VCC) as a transtormative concepit.
eOne pilot project is the Marine Debris Virtual Community Center.

cmail us
All Hights Hesarved.
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Virtual Community Center

The VCC concept Is fundamentally different from social media. The VCC:
e|s community focused

Does not elevate individuals
s a tool for collaboration and community building, not aiming for manipulation
Does not use notification, likes, recommendations to facilitate growth

Does not collect/sell/exploit user data and does not sell user time to advertisers
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The VCC concept Is fundamentally different from social media. The VCC:
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The VCC explores transformative ways:

INC
NC
adC

usion of all societa
rease of literacy (inft

agen
‘ormati

'S INn knowledge creation and use;
on, risk, sustainability, ...) and

Kle of societal challenges (including wicked prcb\ems) IN a cross-sectoral and
transdisciplinary approach.




o
‘R.";l.
VCC

i

® Home ® News ® Sign In
® About VCC @ Events ® Email Us
® Contact Us @ Disclamers 2 All Rights Reserved.

Marine Debris VCC

EXHIBITION CLASSROOM MEET EXPERTS ENVIGYM CITIZEN SCIENCE CHAT ROOMS TOWNHALL NEWSROOM

Virtual Community Center

VCC Concept WELCOME

User Access

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-VCC) is a virtual space that explores new ways for the public to improve literacy on marine

debris and to learn about activities of governmental and non-governmental organizations to tackle the challenge of marine debris and to interact
with these organizations.

The VCC Parts

In this VCC, you can:

Exhibition: Take a walk through the exhibition with information on the participating organizations and their activities. You may also take
virtual tours organized by them.

Classroom: participate in courses that give you detailed knowledge and skills related to the activities of the participating organizations
Or your community.

Meet the Experts: participate in scheduled virtual meetings with experts in different areas and get to communicate with these experts.
Environmental Gym: exercise your knowlegde about your environment and the environmental science background and acquire new
xnowledge and skill in individual exercises.

Cltizen Science: become a citizen scientists and participate in citizen science projects.

Chat Rooms: join chat rooms to talk about relevant issues.

Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings.

Newsroom: get local news and post news.

Events: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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User Access

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-
debris and to learn about activities of governmental
with these organizations.

The VCC Parts

In this VCC, you can:

Exhibition

— Earth Viability Center — |EEE Plastic in the Ocean

o Exhibition: Take a walk through the exhibitic
virtual tours organized by them.
o Classroom: participate in courses that give

The IEEE OES Initiative aims to develop a metrix for assessing the

or your commu nity_ — different approaches to the observation and detection of plastics

o ) The Earth Viability Center is telling the story of Earth's viability. To I’:g‘g;"ggg 2 flg‘bgg’t‘lg'ncz‘z‘:t:: m"m:"r‘\sm:n‘:“’a”:‘;’g grow
B M%t tho Expo ns: pamClpalB in SChOdUlOd :aeeliarl.: ztr?orym?e\e atct.;::?i:/fr:.r ?I’%‘;ngt:m':hc: 3,\;%1:‘;‘;1?, ;'t:;:gk Groug on Earth Observatiﬁrs\ rg;EO)nicr’\itia.lt'ive1'3u’;[;’.I\alncect"fwilI
e Environmental Gym: exercise your knowleg e it vr sorios, Lie may have staredn o ooan Ut | | amatc delveratons. °'
xnowledge and skill in individual exercises. cosans 10 ind now fand, the landing poiniwas a1 the Mot of 8. Enter the Booth
o C Itlzen Sc lonco: beoome a Citizan SCientiSts river. It was the river that provided a path into the new land. Visit the web resource of IEEE-PIO ...
Enter the Booth
e Chat Rooms: join chat rooms to talk about re Visit the web resource of
e Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings
e Newsroom: get local news and post news.
¢ Events: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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VCC Concept WELCOME Classroom

User Access

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-VCC)

debris and to learn about activities of governmental and oo Cimate |16 Environment With Gur Growng Wasie? 0 7| [ Han Enoray Pume o
with these organizations. D Som Humans ssk Questons

The VCC Parts %

In this VCC, you can:

The mainstream economic model depends on continuous growth

o vat - and this growth is achieved by ever increasing consumption of . .
. EX h l b lﬂo n : Take a Wal k ‘h‘ Ough the GXhlbﬁﬂon wn products, material and energy, which increases waste. At the same Moderm climate change is a symptorq of me much larger syndrqme
time, globalization, rationalization, and the preference of “new” over Of':" hat °°:|'d b:ocalled a 3‘“9'0‘399:!':3 high-energy pulse. UnIul:;a
. - - . L S other animals, Homo sapiens were able 10 improve energy supp
reuse” and “repair” have further increased the waste output of our h " 5
Vlﬂual tOUI'S O‘gar“zed by ﬂ'iem. society. Attempts to reduce waste by recycling of selected items are to thellr b%dlqs allou\:nng thzrtn t:l Ideﬂv;loped largl:r an: mg;l -
C ' o 2 ~R - th H to a large extent failing and increasingly leading to the overload of CONIPSEKSHENS, COFCOMPEES S SEION IISTRROSS S0 Sesmosen
. assroom. pampate 'n cou rses at glVB YOU — the environment, in particular the rivers, lakes and the ocean, with single-spacies °°’"'"a’.'°°- Wil o recgnt SICOBSS RO R GeTgy
. litter (including, but not limited to plastics) from macro to micro and zc;unrﬁesmand techn:tologles, t:::mans modlfyl ":“e Zhy:tnol?gy of the
Or YOUf Com mu nlty. nano scales. Addressing the wicked problem of maintaining a cha s e-st_:ppﬂo syst:én udi an un&r) A e ne onl. By
.. . . thriving society where the needs of the people are met without phosng:\ncg'cmp; ndﬁ:rgy b;nsgecv?ral g;c\!ﬁsecr;f r:na“;?\?t:'de and by
Mmt tho EX pens: paf‘tIC! pa‘e .n “h&d"'ed thua ev\;esr::argg:agirtehseap:xz;aurgyhﬁgty::zm ;‘:::n"::iir:;:'a"ng‘ gggnzfmic creali:g ne;v ﬂowsOd humanit_y 'r(:good na\s:trlirr!itagions tofzggulalion
2 model and the development of circular economic models that can grm SUCh &8 pracaiors, Si0 Ses, and amkations 10 !
. E nvl ronmen tal G m.: exercise !,ou r kﬂOW'Ong a : dwellings, and other resources and this initiated an explosive
y reduce the amount of wasie drastioally. growth of population and human wealth. As a side effect, the
il il i it : " Earth’s energy imbalance has increased at least seven orders of
xnowledge and skill in individual exercises. Read more about his course .. i g e ol e ar e oo ek racka
al . . climate change. Humanity's impact on the Earth's life-support
ks C l“zc n SC IO nce. bOOOITIO a CltlZOﬂ SCIOﬂtIStS al'ld system is comparable to that of a virulent virus on the organism of a
. host animal, and there is a chance that its action will render large
e Chat Hooms: join chat rooms to talk about releve parts ofthe planet unfavorabis for humanil 1o thrve. .
. . - - Read more about this course ...
e Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings.
e Newsroom: get local news and post news.
e« Evenis: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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VCC Concept WELCOME

User Access

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-VCC) is a virtual space that explores new ways for the public to improve literacy on marine
debris and to learn about activities of governmental and non-governmental organizations to tackle the challenge of marine debris and to interact
with these organizations.

The VCC Parts

In this VCC, you can:

o Exhibition: Take a walk through the exhibition with information on the participating organizations and their activities. You may also take
virtual tours organized by them.

« Classroom: participate in courses that give you detailed xnowledge and skills related to the activities of the participating organizations
Or your community.

e Meel the Experts: participate in scheduled virtual meetings with experts in different areas and get to communicate with these experts.

e Environmental Gym: exercise your knowlegde about your environment and the environmental science background and acquire new

xnowledge and skill in individual exercises.

Cltizen Science: become a citizen scientists and participate in citizen science projects.

Chat Hooms: join chat rooms to talk about relevant issues.

Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings.

Newsroom: get local news and post news.

Events: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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User Access

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-VCC) is a virtual space that explores new ways for the public to improve literacy on marine
debris and to learn about activities of governmental and non-governmental organizations to tackle the challenge of marine debris and to interact
with these organizations.

The VCC Parts

In this VCC, you can:

o Exhibition: Take a walk through the exhibition with information on the participating organizations and their activities. You may also take
virtual tours organized by them.

« Classroom: participate in courses that give you detailed knowledge and skills related to the activities of the participating organizations
Or your community.

e Meel the Experts: participate in scheduled virtual meetings with experts in different areas and get to communicate with these experts.

o Environmental Gym: exercise your knowlegde about your environment and the environmental science background and acquire new

xnowledge and skill in individual exercises.

Cltizen Science: become a citizen scientists and participate in citizen science projects.

Chat Rooms: join chat rooms to talk about relevant issues.

Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings.

Newsroom: get local news and post news.

Events: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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VCC Concept WELCOME

User Access EXHIBITION CLASSROOM MEET EXPERTS ENVIGYM CITIZEN SCIENCE CHAT ROOMS TOWN HALL NEWSROOM

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-VCC) is avi | Citizen Science
debris and to learn about activities of governmental and non-Qc¢
with these organizations.

Certification Citizen Scientist Certification Participate
Participate
The vcc Pal'ts Initiate We are developing a curriculum for a citizen scientist certificate. Read As a centified citizen scientist, you can particpate in open citizen science

Solicit more about the curriculum ... projects. Read more about the projects that are currently open ...

In this VCC, you can: Initiate

As a centified citizen scientist, you can initiate and organize new
projects. Read more about the process of initiating new projects ...

o Exhibition: Take a walk through the exhibition with info

virtual tours organized by them. Solicit
« Classroom: participate in courses that give you detailec are managing a rasoarch aciiy, you may ol cizen Science suppor
or your commu nlty_ for your activity. Read more about the process of initiating new projects

e Meel the Experts: participate in scheduled virtual mee
Environmental Gym: exercise your knowlegde about your environment and the environmental science dbackground and acquire new
xnowledge and skill in individual exercises.

Cltizen Science: become a citizen scientists and participate in citizen science projects.

Chat Rooms: join chat rooms to talk about relevant issues.

Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings.

Newsroom: get local news and post news.

Events: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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VCC Concept WELCOME

User Access
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Chat Rooms

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-VCC) is a virtual
debris and to learn about activities of governmental and non-gove
with these organizations.

The Contribution of the Earth Viability Center (EVC) to the __ —The Road Map for the Plastic in the Ocean Initiative

Th e vcc P al’t - ~ Mapping of Marine Debris

In this VCC, you can:

o Exhibition: Take a walk through the exhibition with informati
virtual tours organized by them.

o Classroom: participate in courses that give you detailed Xnc The road map for the initiative was developed during the 2018 and
. 2019 workshops in Brest. Th d i ilabl

or YOUI' commu nlly. _ mpsyzw.gpsst;.orz:)lastelézlarozi?;.a I'\-'l?rz wee?:tan chat

_ . . . about the road map, the further development, and steps to the
Meet the Expcrts: pamcapale in scheduled virtual meetmgs The EVC is telling the story of Earth's viability. To tell this story, the implementation.

- EVC is creating a book of river stories with the people who live at — -
Environmental G ym: exercise your mlegde about your € the rivers. Rivers are a main pathway for many different substances Participate in the chat
——————— i . and items from the terrestrial environment into the ocean, and
kﬂOWlwge and skill in individual exercises. many rivers increase the marine debris in the ocean. This chat is
- . . L. about the contribution the EVC could make in mapping potential

Cltizen Sclence: become a citizen scientists and participate marine debris in river systems.

Chat Hooms: join chat rooms to talk about relevant issues. Participate in the chat

Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings.
Newsroom: get local news and post news.

Events: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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VCC Concept WELCOME

User Access

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-VCC) is a virtual space that explores new ways for the public to improve literacy on marine
debris and to learn about activities of governmental and non-governmental organizations to tackle the challenge of marine debris and to interact
with these organizations.

The VCC Parts

In this VCC, you can:

o Exhibition: Take a walk through the exhibition with information on the participating organizations and their activities. You may also take
virtual tours organized by them.

« Classroom: participate in courses that give you detailed knowledge and skills related to the activities of the participating organizations
Or your community.

e Meel the Experts: participate in scheduled virtual meetings with experts in different areas and get to communicate with these experts.
o Environmental Gym: exercise your knowlegde about your environment and the environmental science background and acquire new
xnowledge and skill in individual exercises.

Cltizen Science: become a citizen scientists and participate in citizen science projects.

Chat Rooms: join chat rooms to talk about relevant issues.

Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings.

Newsroom: get local news and post news.

Events: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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VCC Concept WELCOME

User Access

The Marine Debris Virtual Community Center (MD-VCC) is a virtual space that explores new ways for the public to improve literacy on marine
debris and to learn about activities of governmental and non-governmental organizations to tackle the challenge of marine debris and to interact
with these organizations.

The VCC Parts

In this VCC, you can:

o Exhibition: Take a walk through the exhibition with information on the participating organizations and their activities. You may also take
virtual tours organized by them.

« Classroom: participate in courses that give you detailed knowledge and skills related to the activities of the participating organizations
Or your community.

e Meel the Experts: participate in scheduled virtual meetings with experts in different areas and get to communicate with these experts.
o Environmental Gym: exercise your knowlegde about your environment and the environmental science background and acquire new
xnowledge and skill in individual exercises.

Cltizen Science: become a citizen scientists and participate in citizen science projects.

Chat Rooms: join chat rooms to talk about relevant issues.

Town Hall: participate in Town Hall meetings.

Newsroom: get local news and post news.

Events: hear about local events and annouce such events.
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VCC Ownership, Governance, Participation:
¢\/CCs are community based and not ‘owned’ by one organization
¢\/CCs are open for participation of all (cross-sectoral and transdisciplinary)

o-or each VCC, governance is detailed in Terms or Reference
—ach VCC has an Advisory Board

®

eLach VCC has (voluntary) staff with different roles
ePartners (organizations) and members can have different privileges (e.g., to set up
booths, contribute lectures, register as experts, certity citizen scientists, initiate and
monitor chats, publish news, organize Town Hall meetings and other events)




Virtual Community Center

VCC Ownership, Governance, Participation:
¢\/CCs are community based and not ‘owned’ by one organization
¢\/CCs are open for participation of all (cross-sectoral and transdisciplinary)

o-or each VCC, governance is detailed in Terms or Reference
—ach VCC has an Advisory Board

®

eLach VCC has (voluntary) staff with different roles
ePartners (organizations) and members can have different privileges (e.g., to set up
booths, contribute lectures, register as experts, certity citizen scientists, initiate and
monitor chats, publish news, organize Town Hall meetings and other events)

Overarching goals:

- Efforts to develop a diverse, inclusive, and supportive community where everyone has the

opportunity to participate and benetfit.

- Community development, including, engagement with the commercial sector, resource
mobilization, communications, and capacity development.
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Virtual Community Center

Next Steps:

e [he VCC concept is further developed based on the experience in the pilot projects

e [he VCC platform is open source supported by voluntary programmers, more volunteers
are very welcome

e [he operational VCC platform will be provided by a not-for-profit organization

*|nviting more partners into the pilot projects

esFeedback from the community on the concept and the Marine Debris pilot project would
be appreciated and can be submitted at https:/www.gstss.org/mdvcc
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